
 
 
 
 
 

SHAPES FOR HAMILTON  
 

Here are some pictures of the Shapes for Hamilton project. With 
the help of a small grant from Colgate University, I was able to 
make 6000+ unique Shapes prints, one for each resident of the 
township of Hamilton, in upstate New York. The project began 
when I was invited by DeWitt Godfrey, professor at the University, 
to design a project for the art department, as an artist-in-
residence. I suggested challenging the students to figure out how 
to print out 6000+ of the Shapes prints (equal to the approximate 
population of the township), each unique, for me to sign and date, 
and to then to create a distribution system and a promotional 
scheme to involve the whole town. With the expert help of the 
department's Visual Resources Curator Jesse Henderson, the 
students formed committees of volunteers and did it! With 
DeWitt's general supervision and creative input, Jesse developed 
the database into which she cataloged the shapes for Hamilton, 
outlined the workflow required to produce each print, and 
managed both the gallery installation and the distribution; Mark 
Williams, art studio technician, helped devise a methodology to 
get the Shapes into a printable format; and prepress technician 
Michael Holobosky, from the campus document services, 
managed the printing. Following a four-week exhibition of the 
prints in the school's Clifford Gallery, four different public 
community events were organized by the art students, at different 
locations in the township over a period of two weeks, to distribute 
the prints to the local residents. As of April 22, 2010, 1939 Shapes 
prints found their homes with 1939 residents. Future distribution 
events have been planned, as time goes by, with a cut-off date 
yet to be determined! 
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Visit the Shapes for Hamilton information website:  
http://allanmccollum.net/allanmcnyc/hamilton/shapes_press.html 

 
 
 


